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renunciation, as a result of severe practice and God's grace.
The real goal being salvation through self realisation, the
sure and safe way for her was to follow the foot-prints of
her husband, a great devotee of Lord Siva. Thus
determined, Subhaga at once discarded all mundane
thoughts and took to severe austerities and intense worship
of Siva. Soon she was initiated by a Siva Yogi and learnt
the ways and means of salvation. She was keen on
performing special offerings to one hundred lingas made
of mud everyday. Soon Lord Siva was pleased and wanted
to subject her faith to severe test.
In the disguise of a young, beautiful brahmin he
appeared before her and wanted to lure her. "What is the
use of sacrificing beauty in austerities? Come with me and
enjoy youth and wealth" he told her. Neither his sensuous
form nor his endearing words had any effect on her. When
he tried to force her she closed her eyes and prayed to Lord
Siva to. save her. To her surprise she saw Lord Sri
Kalahasteeswara and Gnanambika before her, who told her
that they only wanted to test her. The Lord praised her, "Oh
virtuous lady! Your disciplined life, steadfastness and
chasity are highly commendable. Even celestials are not
equal to you. Ask for any boons". She wanted to be spared
further cycles of births and deaths and to rest in Him. He
gave her Sayuja mukti immediately.
Vijaya heard of her and intensified his own worship.
Without food and sleep he performed Siva puja all the time.
But the Lord wanted to test him also. So He asked his
trusted Ganadyaksha Chandrahasa to assume the form of
Narayana and distract the attention of Vijaya and allure
him with material benefits. Chandrahasa appeared before
Vijaya in the form of Narayana and was offered reverence.
This Narayana asked him whether any useful purpose was
served by the worship of Siva, the dweller of cremation
ground, who smeared ashes of dead bodies and begged
food in a skull for a living. Indeed only he Narayana was